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“Chez	Rosalie”	HIV	PrevenCon	Program:	
10	years	of	zero	HIV	transmission!		

Join	Annie	and	contribute	to	the	HPV	&	
Cervical	Cancer	PrevenCon	Program	

GAIA	has	collected	a	decade’s	worth	of	data	on	Mother-to-Child	

HIV	 Transmission	 PrevenIon	 (MTCTP)	 from	 our	 “Chez	 Rosalie”	

program	at	the	Sikoro	clinic.	Since	2005,	we’ve	tested	99%	of	all	
women	seen	for	prenatal	care	and	all	of	their	babies	have	been	
born	 HIV	 free.	 These	 rates	 far	 exceed	 those	 from	 338	 other	

prenatal	clinics	in	Mali	where,	on	average	only	31%	of	women	are	

tested.		

Next	 Step:	 In	 2017,	 we	 will	 scale-up	 this	 successful	 program!		

With	your	help,	we	could	expand	to	4	clinics:	tesCng	and	treaCng	
a	total	of	7,500	women	per	year,	and	reaching	more	than	7,700	
newborns	(including	twins).	 	Please	join	us	in	making	2017	a	year	

of	ZERO	Mother	to	Child	HIV	Transmission!	

Donor	support	covers	the	$600	we	spend	annually	to	provide	10,000	

free	condoms	at	the	Sikoro	clinic.	(That’s	only	$.06	per	condom!)	This	

year,	you	can	VOTE	for	GAIA	to	win	a	condom	wrapper	design	contest!	

With	just	a	click	of	your	finger,	you	can	help	us	win	5,000	condoms	for	
free	distribuCon	in	Mali:		hdp://bit.ly/GAIAcondoms	

	

Vote	for	our	condom	wrapper	design!	

GAIA’s	 innovaIve	 “story	 telling	 cloth”	

campaign	 raised	 screening	 rates	 5-fold	

at	5	parIcipaIng	clinics	 in	2015.	When	

asked	 if	 they	 wanted	 their	 daughters	

vaccinated	 to	 protect	 against	 HPV	

infecIon,	 women	 answered	 with	 the	

Malian	 proverb	 printed	 on	 the	 fabric:	

“it’s	be^er	to	prevent	than	to	cure”.		

Our	mission:	To	fight	infecIous	diseases	that	disproporIonately	
affect	the	under-served	and	promote	the	development	of	globally	

accessible	vaccines	for	the	developing	world.	

GAIA’s	research	and	programs	are	centered	on	four	themes:	
EducaCon,	PrevenCon,	Access	to	care	and	VaccinaCon.		

How	much	does	cervical	cancer	screening	cost?	
	
Speculum:	$30	
10	boxes	of	gloves:	$70	
1	liter	of	iodine:	$75	
1	liter	of	aceCc	acid:	$75	
The	cost	of	screening	

	100	women:		$250	
	
	

16,919	pregnant	women	
tested	for	HIV	since	2005!	

We	screened	3,271	women	for	
cervical	cancer	In	2015!	

Next	Step:	Although	the	campaign	ended	in	2015,	GAIA	is	conInuing	to	

support	 screening	 supplies	 at	 the	 5	 clinics	 to	 ensure	 women	 have	

access	to	prevenIon.	Annie	De	Groot,	GAIA’s	founder,	donates	to	this	

campaign	 monthly.	 The	 “story-telling	 cloth”	 is	 worn	 regularly	 by	

campaign	parIcipants	all	over	Bamako	like	the	midwife	above.	GAIA’s	
goal	 is	 to	 expand	 the	 screening	 campaign	 in	 conjuncCon	 with	 the	
naConal	HPV	vaccine	program	that	is	slated	to	address	HPV	prevenIon	

for	young	girls	in	2017.	

In	Mali,	 46%	 of	 women	 have	 given	 birth	 before	 the	 age	 of	 18.	

New	 HIV	 infecIons	 are	 more	 common	 among	 pregnant	

adolescents,	 making	 them	 a	 high-risk	 populaIon.	 GAIA	 created	

the	 Teen	 Peer	 EducaIon	 program	 in	 2014	 aher	 learning	 that	

teens	 ohen	 lack	 access	 to	 adequate	 reproducIve	 health	

informaIon.	 The	 Teen	 Peer	 EducaCon	 group	 targets	 young	
adults	 aged	 14	 to	 18.	 The	 program’s	 goal	 is	 to	 empower	

adolescents	to	become	leaders	among	their	peers.	Next	Step:	We	
will	train	moCvated	teens	to	manage	outreach	programs	in	their	
neighborhoods,	and	to	act	as	resources	for	their	peers.	

840	teen	parCcipants	in	2016!	

Teen	Peer	EducaCon	Program:		
Transmidng	info	from	Teen	to	Teen		

Vote	for	GAIA’s	

designs	by	

visiIng	the	link	

above	or	our	

Facebook	or	

Twider	

@GAIAvaccine		
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Increase	in	average	monthly		NutriCon	Support	
parCcipants	from	2015	to	2016	

Adults	

Children	

In	celebraIon	of	World	AIDS	Day	2015,	the	Malian	Minister	of	Health	
chose	our	 clinic	 to	 visit.	 She	 applauded	 the	 community	and	 staff	 for	
their	 hard	 work	 over	 the	 years	 and	 shared	 a	 meal	 that	 the	 HIV+	
community	 members	 had	 prepared;	 that	 gesture	 carried	 a	 strong	

symbolic	message	of	encouragement	for	our	paIents.	

Next	Step:	We	need	your	help	to	support	our	HIV+	community	as	they	

advocate	 for	more	programs	to	combat	sIgma.	Currently	we	support	

two	weekly	meals	for	the	HIV	Peer	Support	group	“Espoir”;	improving	

their	health	while	reinforcing	their	resiliency.		

NutriCon	&	Peer	Support	Program		
For	People	Living	with	HIV	

Support	our		“AIDS	Free	World	in	our	LifeCme”	
Mission!	

	

A	huge	thank	you	from	the	GAIA	team	and	our	

partners	in	Mali:	our	programs	would	not	be	

possible	without	you!		

	
Text	“GAIA”	to	50155	to	make	a	donaCon	

Or	send	a	check:	146	Clifford	St.	Providence,	RI	

02903	

	

We	accept	in-kind	donaCons	&	we	love	our	
volunteers!	

www.gaiavaccine.org		gaiavfdirector@gmail.com		

GAIA	on	the	internaConal	stage…	

In	 the	 past	 year,	 GAIA’s	 team	 has	 shared	 our	

research	on	innovaIve	programs	at	conferences	

around	the	world	in	Portugal,	Spain,	France,	and	

Chicago,	USA.	We	love	sharing	what	we	do	while	

learning	 about	 exciIng,	 inspiring	 efforts	 and	

developments		in	the	field	of	HIV/AIDS.	

Your	donaCons	
supported	2,854	meals	

in	2016!	
		

ParCcipaCon	has	
increased	16%	in	2016,	
yet	our	funding	level	
remains	the	same.	

Please	help	us	expand	to	
meet	the	growing	need	

in	2017!	

Your	contribuCon	can	fund:	
	
One	cooking	event	that	feeds		
			30	paCents,	kids	&	staff:	$135	
	
Teen	Peer	EducaCon	event	for	
			20	parCcipants:	$75	

	

Help	one	of	GAIA’s	doctors	present	HIV	research	
by	contribuCng	$500	towards	conference	fees!	

Lej:	Eliza,	Emilia,	Ella,	and	Dhatri.	Right:	Koura	packs	up	a	
donaCon	of	pre-natal	vitamins	for	free	distribuCon	in	Mali.	

Ella	 Bred-Turner	 of	 Providence,	 and	 Koura	

Dicko	of	Bamako,	Mali	are	both	high	school	

seniors	 (above	 right).	 Ella	 is	 interested	 in	

biology	 and	 computer	 science.	 Koura	 is	

passionate	about	HIV	advocacy	and	helping	

her	 community	 access	 treatment	 and	

prevenIon.	 Koura	 and	 Ella	 are	 working	

together	 on	 educaIonal	 materials	 for	

adolescents	in	Mali.	

		

Tanvee	 Singh	 (below	 right)	 is	 a	 graduate	

student,	 and	 Dhatri	 Abeyaratne	 and	 Emilia	

Kaslow-Zieve	 (leh)	 are	 undergraduates	 at	

Brown	 University.	 They	 bring	 their	 strong	

interest	 in	 women’s	 health	 and	 infecIous	

disease	to	their	volunteer	work	at	GAIA.	

	

CelebraCng	GAIA’s	Volunteer	team!	

Dr.	 Yssouf	 Koné,	 our	 HIV	 specialist,	 and	 Dr.	

Karamoko	 Tounkara,	 GAIA’s	 NaIonal	 Director,	

presented	 posters	 at	 the	 InternaIonal	

Symposium	 on	 HIV	 &	 Emerging	 InfecIous	

Diseases	in	Marseille,	France	in	May	2016.	


